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John Burns (Principal),

Barefield National School
Ennis
Co. Clare
08 May 2008
Dear John,

Thank you for participating in the initial phase of the Digital Schools Award.  

In March of this year your school received a visit from a Digital Schools Award Validator and the report from your school has been reviewed by the Digital Schools Award Steering Committee.  

The Steering Committee is delighted to announce that your school, Barefield National School, has achieved the Digital Schools Award. 

A summary of the key comments is enclosed. In consultation with you, this award will be presented to your school in the near future. 

May we take this opportunity to congratulate you on this achievement and on the standard of ICT integration achieved by your school to the benefit of both teachers and pupils. 

Yours sincerely,
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_______________________________

Jerome Morrissey

Chair of the Digital Schools Steering Committee

Digital Schools Award Evaluation Summary
Key Comments
School:   Baerfiled National School, Ennis, Co. Clare.
Roll No:  14830U
Date of validation: 13/03/08
Leadership & Vision:

There is a team approach to all subject areas in the school including ICT. The written ICT policy is overlong (75 pages) and would reflect the work on the ground more accurately if superfluous material was omitted. However the planning section of the document is quite specific and many of the 07/08 targets have already been met. Much investment has been made in hardware and software provision and the Principal has plans for further for development including the provision of another electronic white board. The Principal is to be congratulated on his work in fund raising to ensure that hardware in the school is up to date and that efforts have been made to try out new technologies.
ICT in the Curriculum:

There is a strong culture of using ICT to support the curriculum with a variety of approaches used by the teachers who seem enthusiastic and want to use the most up to date resources. 

The ICT planned programme is age-appropriate and the ICT plan shows progression from class to class. There is an opportunity for all students to gain the necessary skills to use the different software packages to support the day to day curricular work.

Students are well equipped to explore and investigate many different aspects of ICT from word processing, developing presentations, using the digital camera, developing Flash objects, investigating LOGO etc. As a result learning experiences in ICT are balanced and consistent across all classes.

School ICT Culture:
There is much evidence of a strong ICT presence in Barefield. Right through the school ICT is obviously seen as part and parcel of the school day.

The response from the students is very positive and even in the junior class rooms they can speak with ease in discussing their use of different ICT tools. Senior students are comfortable in setting up the data projector and showing presentations.

The school has experience of using ICT in national and international projects. Students have participated in projects such as Comenius, FIS and Dissolving Boundaries as well as in many county and regional projects.

Professional Development:

Many teachers are very proficient in the use of ICT and the Principal’s policy is to encourage all teachers to become involved in using ICT in their teaching. Teachers are encouraged to develop their skills and ‘expert’ teachers on the staff share their expertise with colleagues. Grants are given to support teachers on out of school training. It is very clear that the successful integration of ICT in this school is built on a teamwork approach. Teachers are interested in hearing about latest developments and trying out new software products. Courses in Clare Education Centre are availed of and the Principal supports and encourages this participation.

Resources & Infrastructure:
The hardware  &  software provision in the school is very good considering that the school has not received grants from the DES for some years. The credit for this must go to The Principal and the support he receives from the local community. A comprehensive list of software is available. There are 32 PC’s in the school, all in working order and all are used by the students. The school has an electronic white board, 2 digital projectors, 1 camcorder and related equipment for filming and 5 scanners plus a comprehensive stock of software. 

General Comments:

In Barefield NS there is an broad acceptance of ICT right through the school. The Principal’s vision for the development of ICT and for the way he uses ICT effectively to communicate with teachers and parents is very positive.

Every class displayed an ease with technology and took it as something natural and appropriate. All classes in the school from infants to sixth used the computer. Children clearly understood technology and they were able to discuss with great clarity many aspects of technology including the Internet. It was interesting to hear them discuss the positives of the Internet and also the shortcomings and dangers it posed.

They also displayed their ability to operate many different software applications. 
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